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those of Ben Jonson, John Donne and Francis Bacon. All
were men of immense learning. Jonson, the bricklayer's son,
classical scholar and dramatist, was the first great English
literary dictator, the predecessor of John Dryden and Samuel
Johnson. He gathered round him a brilliant group of young
men who met at London taverns ("the Sun, the Dog, the triple
Tunne"}, and were proud to belong to "the tribe of Ben".
Among them were not only poets like Carew, Lovelace,
Waller, Herrick and Randolph, but lawyers and politicians
like the learned Selden, the young Edward Hyde, Lord
Falkland, and Maynard, the Puritan barrister who lived to
welcome William of Orange in 1688. Under the influence of
Jonson there grew up a new English poetic tradition of vigour
and perspicuity based largely on Latin models, mingled at
first with much "metaphysical55 fantasy, but developing later
into the noble art of Dryden. The first-fruits of Jonson's in-
fluence outside the drama were those exquisite "cavalier"
lyrics unrivalled in English for limpidity and purity of outline,
though often enough marred by the carelesssness of the
gentlemen-amateurs who wrote them. The finest products of
this school of lyric, however, are to be found not so much in
the works of the "mob of gentlemen who wrote with ease"
such as Carew, Suckling and Lovelace, as in the exquisitely
wrought songs of Robert Herrick, the London jeweller's son,
who became a Devonshire parson, and sang with pagan
ecstasy

... of Brooks, of Blossoms, Buds and Bowers:,
Of April, May, of June, and July-Flowers.
. . . Of May-poles, Hock-carts, Wassails., Wakes ^
Of Bridegrooms, Brides and of their Bridall-Cakes,
Of Touth, of Love ... of cle&niy-Wantonnesse*

By an irony of chronology Herrick's dainty Hesperides
appeared a few weeks before the execution of Charles I. The
limitations of seventeenth-century criticism are revealed by
the fact that this book was apparently ignored by Herrick's
contemporaries, and the quality of his poetry had to wait
for a century and a half till it received adequate recognition,
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